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  F A C T S H E E T  
 
The work of the Casco Bay Estuary               
Partnership is guided by the Casco Bay 
Plan, which identifies five priorities for  
watershed protection: 
1. Minimize pollution loading from storm-
water and combined sewer overflows 
2. Open and protect shellfish 
beds and swimming beaches 
3. Protect and restore habitat 
4. Reduce toxic pollution 
5. Promote responsible stewardship 
Casco Bay Estuary Partnership Priority Area Factsheet #2: 
Protecting shellfish beds 
Maine Healthy Beaches Program signs notify 
swimmers of beach status using color coding.      
An orange overlay indicates swimming is not 












CBEP’s efforts to protect shellfish beds  











































In 2001, CBEP led an effort to test the 
value of softshell clam farming options by 
seeding clams in three saltwater “farm” 
locations along the Bay.  
CBEP supports Friends of Casco Bay’s  
Mobile Pumpout Program, which helps 
recreational boaters comply with              
























































CBEP funded the gathering and analysis of 
data on red tide toxicity in Casco Bay.  The 
above map shows maximum red tide toxic-
ity in 2006, which had the highest levels in 






In many shoreside communities around 
Casco Bay, overboard discharge systems 
are a common method of treating house-
hold sewage.  Unfortunately, they can con-
tribute bacteria to nearby shellfish beds. 
Actual and threatened bacterial contami-
nation causes the closure of Casco Bay’s 
shellfish beds to harvesting.  
























Protecting & restoring the ecological integrity of the Casco Bay watershed 
The Casco Bay Estuary Partnership works to preserve the ecological  
integrity of Casco Bay and to ensure compatible human uses of 
the Bay’s resources, through public stewardship and effective management. 
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